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MEDITERRANEAN  ECHOES 

2012 October 

From Gemenos 

The Funeral of Marie Therese 

 
In the brief  testament  that Marie Therese left for me and after ex-

pressing her desire to be cremated,  she 

writes: “ Don’t make any funeral  oration, it is 

not interesting, say only “ she has loved a lot 

and hope  much to be pardoned.” 

Further on :  To all my nephews, small and big I 

would like to tell them that my  tenderness will 

always accompany them. 

Same for my former  students.  As you get 

older the heart  gets larger. 

Thank you to everyone, sorry if  I have  hurt 

you. 

Thank you to all the personel of Flore d’Arc  of 

whom I had time to know their devotion and 

their  kindness.” 

I will add just a few  words:  Brought up with her 8 brothers and sisters 

by parents respectful of the personality of each one, Marie Therese 

could answer freely to her vocation. 

From the age of 6  she wanted fervently to see the Virgin Mary and she 

used to pray  with her arms in the form of a cross to obtain the favor of 

an apparition, surprised that  her prayer were not fulfilled..  Today this 

has been achieved! 

I will not mention her years as boarder at Le Mans school, neither  the 

beginning of her religious life of which I know only a few antidotes, quite 

spicy.   Our long friendship started in 1968 in Istanbul  and continued at 

Alger, then Tunis where we spent 16 years.  She was the director of the 

Kindergarten, secretary of Catholic education  during a politically diffi-

cult time.  Everywhere her influence was extraordinary because of her 

delicacy, her intelligence, her humor. She succeeded to  undo  situations 

that were sometimes very delicate.  No one could be angry with her  be-

cause under her brief anger was hidden a deep and true love. 
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During  her  last  two years  she succeeded to make us forget that a cancer was gnawing 

her . In the clinic ,  the nurses said, “ She is a  good soul, you can see it!”  Her last word  for 

me  were “ You are my dear sister. “ 

I  think that to every one who met her  -  family, students, sisters  they could say: “ You are 

my brother, you are my sister  whom I love.” 

 

Geneviève ( Aubagne ) 

Marie Therese was very close to her family with   many nephews and grand nephews.  

They too loved her a lot and used to come to see her or take her at home for a few 

days… she went lately for the wedding of one of them. 

Her  nephew from Marseille and one of his daughters came to Gemenos ,after her  

departure to the Father, and they asked us to help them to prepare the Mass of the 

Funerals.   Marie Therese wanted her funerals to be Joyful.   They prepared  their 

part and came to meet Genevieve V.P et myself to choose the readings and the 

songs ,some of which were already  prepared by Marie Therese herself.  The neph-

ews  and the nieces  wanted  to make a booklet   with the whole procedure of the 

Mass, for all the participants to the funerals. They cared  to print them.   They also 

undertook the music, directed the songs and did the readings.  ( Nephews and nieces 

were about thirty for the funerals.) 

At the beginning of the Mass Genevieve V.P. spoke  very nicely  on MarieTherese,, 

then some nephews and nieces gave  testimonies.   Fr  P.William sais a few words on 

her and told that when he went to the Hospital to give her the sacrament of the 

sick, she  welcomed him saying : “ Father you are coming to immerse me in the water 

of my baptism.” 

The Mass was celebrated by our parish priest Father William Astic and  F. Henri 

Jourdan his vicar who commented the Gospel. Many friends  of the parish who knew 

her were present , as well as nearly all the personnel of the house for retired people 

and even some of our  sick people who were brought to the Church in their rolling 

chairs. It  was a very prayerful Mass full of Faith and Hope… The faith and the piety 

of her nephews and nieces  impressed specially our personnel.   Of course, we con-

cluded the Mass by the Magnificat that we sang in French…. 

After Mass we invited the  numerous  members of the family to come home for a 

drink and biscuits.  It was a good opportunity to know the family. The nephews and 

nieces were  happy  to meet together, as they live far  one another.  Some of them 

promised that they will come to visit us. 

Marie Therese rests now in one of  the big tombs of our cemetery where so many of 

our sisters rest yet. 

Geneviève Revol ( Gémenos) 
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We miss her !  But we found her in our prayer and in the Masses we have celebrated already 

for her. 

Marie Therese  was loved by the employees of Gemenos, they  appreciated her, finding her 

efficient, interested in the life of the house where she  shared her good humor.   One could 

rely on her.  She loved life. The relations with her family were important for her.   In her  

frequent  goings out she met  other people.Till the   end she remained faithful  in her reli-

gious life,  mornings ,afternoons,  and  at the  Eucharist. 

She was a presence  of silent and fraternal  support , I appreciate the fidelity to live in 

community which is so difficult sometimes because of the age and the sickness. 

 

Andrée ( Gémenos) 

 

 

 

 

Rose-Anna’s Golden Jubilee. 
 

I was fortunate and blessed, to spend the first week of October in Tunis with Rose-Anna 

and in Nabeul with Janine, Agnes and Aracely. I was delighted to represent our Network 

and be part of Rose-Anna’s Golden Jubilee celebration. 

It was a beautiful celebration of thanks for 50 years of 

“loving committed service” to the Lord in Sion. I too was 

pleased to renew my commitment of 50 years with the 

community. The day had been very well prepared by the 

Nabeul community, and celebrated sensitively by Pere 

Michel as out of the 18 present at least half were 

Rosanna’s Muslem colleagues, friends and school friends. 

After this Eucharist of Thanksgiving we shared a deli-

cious meal prepared and served by the community and 

some of their faithful friends. We enjoyed each other’s company and delighted in being 

there.  For me, it was “pure gift” to have been able to celebrate and to spend time with 

my Sisters of Tunisia and I am most grateful. 

 

I then stayed on with the Nabeul community for a cou- ple 

of days giving me the opportunity to join Ara  in her 

visit to Le Kef, a town about 165 kms from Tunis. We 

went with Mr. Hichem, an employee of Banque Interna-

tionale Arabe de Tunisie, who is the Treasurer of Essa-

lem.  Essalam is an Association set up by the Bank and 

Notre Dame de Sion when we sold the school in Tunis to 

the Bank.  A sum of money was invested and each year 

From Tunisia 
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the interest goes to students in need of scholarships.  Enabling them to continue their 

study and enter the workforce. Some money goes into school projects. This year the 

decision was taken to assist with projects decided on by another Association set up 

also for the needs of children. The Association’s  focus for 2013 is small projects for 

very needy schools in the area of Le Kef. 

 

We met two very enthusiastic and committed young adults involved in this Association. 

We were horrified to learn that there are several schools in the area with no water 

and one without toilets. Money is limited so choices are made on the most urgent for 

2013. One school is trying to find money for a project to install tanks so as to collect 

all “roof and terrace” water when the rains come. This way at least, the children would 

have some drinking water and limited supplies of water for toilets. The cost will be be-

tween 1000 and 1200 euros. This project is not on the list for the near future. 

 I have a hope that maybe some of our Network social Justice money and maybe some 

of our communities’ social justice money could be pooled to make this project a reality.  

If you would like to contribute please let me know and the money will be gratefully re-
ceived and sent to our Nabeul community. Thanks.  
We spent an amazing day giving me so much to reflect upon and hopefully, I will con-

tinue to think and pray about.  I am so grateful to the community for arranging that 

day. Anne Marie was not able to come to the celebration so she and Mohammed visited 

us on the Saturday. It was lovely to see her and to see her and in much better health. 

I left Tunisia really grateful for having been with our Sisters of Tunisia. My prayer is 

that God will continue to bless them with good health, energy and love for their minis-

try. 

 
 Trudy ( Ecce Homo ) 

Golden Jubilee of Rose  Anna. 

 
The 4th October 2012 we celebrated  Rose Anna’s Golden Jubilee. 

With her, we choose the Feast of St Francis of Assisi, big lover of nature and specially for 

his gift of contact with the Moslems.  He is, in a way, the first pioneer for the islamo-

christians dialogue.  He asked his disciples to be a witness for the 

Moslems.   To be “Christians without fight and without violence”  He 

had relations with the Sultan of Egypt  of that time. 

We were 18 surrounding Rose Anna  this day which started with a 

Mass celebrated by F Michel Prignot, priest of the Mission de 

France.  He is known as Mikey ( for those who know  him.)  We were 8 

Christians ( 5 sisters of Sion and 10  Moslems.  Rose Anna has invited 

some friends anciennes of Sion and some of her colleagues at work.   

The difficulty was to adapt the liturgy for the group.  We  choose 

the 1st letter to the Corinthians  ch.13 and the Gospel of  the feast 

of the Visitation.  For the songs “  The hymn to the Creation” be-

cause of the feast of  St    Francis ( O God your are great, you are beautiful),  “I come to 

you with open hands” from Gianada,   To seek with you Mary, God steps” plus some refrains 
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In Arabic.  One of our Anciennes, Newine 

started singing the refrain as soon as she got 

the tune.   It was very moving. 

The gospel of the Visitation, icon of what we 

wish to live here, brought us to a sharing of all  

kind of encounters since the so beautiful  one of 

Mary and Elizabeth, each one giving to the other 

and receiving back from her.   Here also two of 

our Tunisian anciennes took part in a very pro-

found and moving way, showing what can be an 

encounter between Christians and Moslems.  For 

lack of organ  a “simple”   air of flute  closed the Mass.! 

After Mass two of our friends of Nabeul  helped us to set the table and to achieve the 

last preparations. The tables were settled in our nice veranda.  We were a bit squeezed 

but it was OK.  The  weather was beautiful.  Ara pre-

pared among other things, a big paella, very appreci-

ated by the visitors. There were also different Tuni-

sian salads and for the end a delicious ice cream. But 

the most beautiful was the extremely warm ambiance 

round Rose Anna. 

 At about  6pm the friends left back for Tunis before 

the sunset.,verybody was happy of this day of joy, 

prayer, thanksgiving and friendship. 

Agnès ( Nabeul ) 

   

Dear Sisters, 

 

I would like to take the opportunity of the ECHO to thank the Network and all the Sisters 

for their prayers   and signs of affection for my Golden Jubilee. 

Here, in Tunis I was surrounded by my community of Nabeul and my  Tunisian .  and Christian 

friends.  Together we thanked the Lord for  these 50 years of Love and Fidelity.  My sisters 

of Nabeul  made things on a large scale and Trudy’s presence was also a great joy and a con-

crete manifestation of our belonging to the Network.   The Mass was celebrated by  F. Mi-

chel Prignot   who presided already my perpetual vows in Tunis forty years ago.  We placed 

on the altar the ceramic of Jerusalem sent by Maureen on behalf of the Network. 

Once again a big thank you  to all of you  for everything. 

Rose  Anna 

A WORD OF THANKS 
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Claire Jorrand (Sr Marie Berthe) 
 

After the death of Sr  Marie Berthe (Claire Jorand) numerous were the testi-

monials sent by the former students… 13 pages!  Those testimonials were pub-

lished in the internet on the “site of the former students” members of the As-

sociation which  numbers  1300  members. 

Their attachment to Claire was expressed also during the Mass celebrated for 

her on the 29th March in the Cathedral that was crowded.  All of us, were united 

in the memory of our dear Sister who has “marked” so many students. 

Here are some of the testimonials : 

Very slim, straight  with her proud and noble attitude, she had a different ap-

proach to each one of us;  she was a teacher that we loved very much.  She 

could not stand non sense, she never raised her voice, even when she was par-

ticularly nervous.   It was according to the color of her eyes that we could guess 

how angry she was.  Even at the foolish moments in our class, when, through the  

window, we  saw her,   immediately   order was established… 

Dear Sr Marie Berthe,   may paradise be the dwelling were you rest in peace” 

 

  She will always remain in our memory  with her straight stature  like a model, 

her proud walking, her way of talking, her different accent, her intelligence, her 

strong personality, her attitude confident of herself.  

 Condoleances to all of us. 

 

When I heard about the passing away of our dear Sr Marie Berthe, all our 

youth, and all the memories of our childhood  parade  before my eyes, as  a 

movie.  This dear Sister graceful, authoritative and full of affection has played 

a large role in the life of each one of us( even if a the time we could not appre-

ciate it) 

 

From  Sr Marie Berthe I have received the biggest lesson in my life: “whatever 

are the circumstances keep straight ,don’t be down-hearted,  continue…”  

 Rest in peace,    my Sister. 

 

I learned with great sorrow that we have lost our  very  precious Sr Marie 

Berthe. She is the one who  taught us that  each one  of us was a person in that 

big school.  She used to behave differently with each one of us according to our 

temperament, our  centers of interest.  She made us feel that we were unique.” 

Rest in peace, dear Sr Marie Berthe 
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Is not the grief  but the happiness that should feel our soul when we think of those  

who contributed to make of us what we are. They will live in us, in our children, in our 

students, through our attitudes of honesty, grace, commitment  to principles..  As  for 

me, every time I am teaching  and  write a chemistry formula on the black board I re-

member Sr  Marie Berthe.   Looking like a cold person, not showing  her feelings, in 

fact  she was a  very shy person, but full of affection.   Do you remember her blue 

eyes becoming gray when she was angry.  Dear Sister you knew my affection for you.   

I remain always you little Nuriye Goodbye my beloved Sister. 

 

We loved and respected  Sr Mare Berthe very much.  Even if we were angry against 

her, we knew that she loves us… We too loved her and respected her very much.  A 

part  of  her  Chemistry  classes  I admired,  I was touched  that we could  approach 

her easily although she was the Principal of the school.  She treated us as adults.  She 

listened to us..  If we had a different point of view  she tried to convince us  as if  we 

were her “equal”   If we could have the opportunity to meet her these last years, we 

could tell her our good thoughts of her. 

May  she rest in peace. 

 

“Baki kalan bu kubbede bir hos seda”…….  “ Under this dome  remains eternally only a 

lovely voice”     We are all only passenger in this life.  The most important is the voice 

that we leave after us:  memories, love.  All what has been written  about Sr Marie 

Berthe shows  that  the voice she has left has a   great impact on all the people who 

have known her…Blessed are we who have had her in  our life , when  our personalities 

were  formed, to have had a person  so “exceptional” who marked  us all so deeply. May   

be she blessed. And rest in peace” 

 

Monique (Istanbul ) 



8 

 

 

On the 1st of August the community of Nabeul had 

the joy of welcoming Carina for one week. 

She accompanied Victoria (Novice from Egypt) who 

came for a time of life in another community. Victoria 

stayed with us from Aug. 1st to Sept. 3rd, shared our 

prayer, work, conversations, etc.  

 

Every morning she used to take the car at 8.30 am to 

go the the Creche 

(nursery)  to take care  of the babies (feeding bot-

tles, games  etc.) until 1.30pm.  She loved   her work 

and was very appreciated by the Director Saloua and 

all the personnel, who discovered in her an open and 

responsible woman.   She felt at ease with us being 

able to speak the Egyptian Arabic  that the Tunisians 

can understand - thanks to the films screened on the 

TV.  This provided a possibility to talk and to ex-

change ideas.  For us the communication was more 

difficult because we spoke Tunisian (which she could not understand at the beginning), 

or English  which has such difficulties so gestures 

were used most often. One day she wanted to know 

which meat we shall eat that day (it was turkey).   

We explained to her “donkey.”  You should  have 

seen her horrified face, then we tried to correct 

our mistake and said that it was “monkey.”   That 

was the limit! Then out came the dictionary – that 

was our help.  She then understood that we ate 

“turkey!” 

 

Victoria found the Muslim women  very open, intel-

ligent and with whom she could communicate very 

well. She also participated in different ceremonies - The Aid, weddings, circumcision 

etc. She loved Saloua, the Director very much. She guided 

Victoria in her work, and with whom she  could communi-

cate well. Saloua keeps 

a good memory of her. 

In community she 

showed herself atten-

tive, welcoming and 

helpful even though it 

was not always easy. 

 

Victoria
 in Nabeul 
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A reading of Matthew’s Gospel.  

 

 In 28 days with 28 participants coming from 6 different countries, studied, explored, con-

versed, questioned, and formed community of trust and companionship as they searched 

together, and alone, to grapple with the Word of God in the land we call holy. 

The group comprised educators, many coming from Australia who also held different posi-

tions of leadership came to Jerusalem and to Ecce Homo, prepared for serious study. En-

thusiastic and keen to learn they were a delight to be with. Clare Jardine nds open the 

month of learning with sessions on: 

Questions in preparation for - A reading of Matthew’s Gospel;  

Jewish feasts and links with Christians;  

Catholic - Jewish Relations and  

Celebrating the Feasts: Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur.  

It was so good to have Pino Di Luccio sj. back in Jerusalem after several years teaching in 

Rome. Pino will now be teaching the first semester at PBI and Hebrew University and the 

second at the Biblicum in Rome. We are very pleased that both Clare and Pino will be in-

volved in the 2013 September program. 

Excursions are integral to any program, studying a Gospel in the land in which Jesus lived 

has value for the participants and for an understanding of the text. It is a unique opportu-

nity that cannot be done anywhere else. This was greatly valued by the participants, and all 

spoke highly of the program and their experience. 

 

For this program I was able to be of assistance in the finances and many of the practical 

daily concerns that needed attention. I was also part of the 4 day Galilee experience. I felt 

greatly enriched to have had contact with these enthusiastic and committed people who 

were touched by what they had experienced and lived together. We pray that the Word of 

God may grow and deepen within each one, and that they will truly be able to live out their 

leanings, passing their passion for the Word on to others.  

 

“In the Footsteps of Jesus” September 4 - October 1, 2012.   

 

Trudy nds. ( Ecce Homo)  

 English 
Biblical P

rogram 


